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circuit testers, and, more specifically, to a tester for integrated circuits having a retentive bond. In
the manufacture of integrated circuits, a good die (IC) yield is a measure of the proportion of good
dice that are produced. In order to increase the yield of good dice, it is known to test the integrated

circuits to screen out faulty dice prior to further assembly and attachment to the system in which the
dice are used. During production of an integrated circuit in a wafer form, a plurality of dice are

simultaneously produced and are formed from multiple layers that are stacked on top of each other
to form the integrated circuit. One of the layers is the metal layer, typically aluminum, that is used to
connect the various transistors of the integrated circuit. In order to test the die or integrated circuit,

a probe or test pin is pressed against the metal layer. The probe is connected to an external
measuring device that applies a test signal to the probe and measures the output of the probe. This
test signal is preferably a square wave signal that produces a large change in the output signal in
the frequency range of the signals in the integrated circuit. The output signal is then measured to
determine the quality of the integrated circuit. Such testing of integrated circuits is well known. A

problem associated with testing integrated circuits using probes or test pins is that the probe or test
pin must physically contact the metal layer in order to conduct the test signal. It is known that bond
pads are typically formed on the integrated circuit in order to allow the necessary connection to be

made to the integrated circuit. In forming this connection, a wire or other conducting material is
used to connect the bond pad and the metal layer. By being in direct contact with the metal layer,

the conducting material may be damaged or degraded during the test. One known method for
preventing damage from a test is to incorporate a retentive bond into the bond pad. A retentive

bond is a bond that creates a mechanical connection between the bond pad and the metal layer, and
is formed by applying a vacuum to a small area around the bond pad. Such a vacuum forms a

positive seal and causes the metal layer to be deformed around the bond pad, forming a capillary
tube and a mechanical connection between the
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